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revision shall be undertaken, nor what it ought to
aim at, nor how far it shall extend. The question
put before the electors is the general one: Do you
wish the constitution to be revised; yes or no ? This
intervention of the people is contrary to Article 119,
by the terms of which a total revision takes place,
according to the forms laid down for federal legis-
lation. Should the two houses differ in the case
of an ordinary law, the bill is simply dropped, and
that is an end of it.

This modification of Article 119 is only explained
by regarding Article 120 as having been levelled at
the Council of States, and due to the fear entertained
by the authors of the constitution that the second
Chamber would systematically oppose the proposals
for revision which might originate in the National
Council The framers of the constitution were actu-
ated by the same motive when they excluded the
cantonal vote on the general question of revision or
no revision, and made the vote of the people alone
decisive. (Art. 120.)

If the majority of the electors taking part in the
vote support a revision, the two Chambers are thereby
dissolved, and the work of revision devolves upon
the new Federal Assembly.

The appeal to the people, when made in such
general terms, leaves the Assembly entirely unfettered
in drafting the new constitution. It has received the
order to revise, but it can carry out that revision as
it judges best What would happen, then, if the two
Chambers could not agree upon the scheme? Would'
the old constitution remain in force, or would the
people be again consulted, and would the Federal